he had got some of his tacts from Cjobmeau, but some also from a Persian official whom he had met at Constantinople, and under whose orders many of the horrors then enacted, in the reign, be it remembered, of the present Shah, actually took place.
The political situation in Paris changed very rapidly from 1866 onwards, and many believed that the Empire was going to become constitutional. It might possibly have done so if it had not been involved in war. During this period Renan thought for a time of engaging in active politics, and he issued, in the year 1869, a very sensible address to the electors of Meaux, which was reproduced in the Times just after his death. His candidature was not successful ; but in the same year in which he came forward for the Corps Legislatif, the third volume of the Origines, that on St. Paul, appeared. Both political and religious subjects were treated by him in his Questions Contem-poraines, which saw the light, as a volume, in 1868. Some of the pieces which it contains hadre and more the Scots )f the world in the sense of its teachers.
